What are sorting nexins (SNXs)? They are a family of peripheral membrane proteins that have been grouped together based not upon function, but upon the presence of an SNX-PX domain, a subfamily of the Phox-homology (PX) domain family. SNXs have been identified across phyla, from mammals through to yeasts.
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When were they discovered?
In 1996, Gordon Gill isolated mammalian sorting nexin-1 (SNX1) from a yeast two-hybrid screen designed to identify proteins binding to the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR). However, it wasn't until the discovery of the PX domain in 2001 that the family really began to grow. Now, 28 mammalian and 10 yeast SNXs have been identified. 
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